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Southeastern Grasslands Initiative celebrated National Prairie Day with Two Volunteer 
Workdays on May 25th 

 
In 2016, the Missouri Prairie Foundation established National Prairie Day, registered on the 

National Day Calendar as the first Saturday in June. The goals of this special day are to 
enhance public awareness of what prairie is, educate about its value, and motivate and inspire 

all to support prairie conservation, restoration, and enjoyment. 
 
Clarksville, Tenn. (May 28, 2019) – The Southeastern Grasslands Initiative (SGI) celebrated 
National Prairie Day early this year by hosting two volunteer workdays on Saturday May 25th: 
an exotic species control workday at Boone’s Prairie restoration area at Dunbar Cave State 
Park in Clarksville, TN and a “bioblitz” conducted at Ravenwood Park in Hermitage, TN.  
 
Approximately 12 hardy people braved the 90-degree temperatures to apply their elbow 
grease to the removal of invasive shrubs in woodlands adjoining the newly restored prairie at 
Dunbar Cave. At Ravenwood Park, 13 volunteers used the iNaturalist app to catalogue as 
many plant species as they could find in the remnant oak savannas. They were joined by 
Jonathan Kubesch, a UT Knoxville expert in Buffalo Running Clover (Trifolium stoloniferum) 
who attended to help guide everyone in the search for this elusive endangered species. 
 
Prairie is a defining landscape of the United States. From the prairies of the Plains and 
Midwest to the glades, coastal grasslands, and other related communities in the Southeast 
and throughout the country, grasslands have benefited people in countless ways. 
 
Today, our native grassland legacy has been dramatically reduced to scattered remnants of its 
once vast 160-million-acre domain across North America. These remnants, from pocket 
prairies with their beauty and diversity of plants, insects, birds, and other grassland wildlife, to 
the larger tracts that support cattle ranching, bison and other large animals, remain vitally 
important to Americans for their contributions to water quality, soil health, carbon storage, 
protection in drought, and wildlife and pollinator habitat: 

• Water Quality: As much as seven inches of rain from one storm can be absorbed by 
prairie with no runoff.  

• Soil Health: Prairie soil hosts the most diverse communities of microorganisms of any 
terrestrial ecosystem on earth.  



                                                                              

 

• Carbon Storage: An acre of intact prairie can absorb one ton of carbon in its roots and 
soil per year, sometimes more.  

• Protection in Drought: Prairie plants are adapted to drought, and cattle prefer native 
grasslands forage.  

• Pollinator Habitat: One-third of all our food crops are pollinated by insects, and with 
nearly 3,500 bee species in North America, the diversity of different sizes, pollen-
strategies, and behaviors provides an effective native bee pollinator for every fruit, nut, 
and vegetable crop. However, these species need areas, such as native grasslands, for 
foraging outside the period of crop bloom. 

• Beauty and Spirit: The “Big Sky” effect, sunny environment, and infinite details on 
display in native prairies are rejuvenating to the soul and exhilarating to the senses.  
 

In short, we care about Southeastern grasslands because they are part of our culture and 
natural heritage, they are economically important, and their biodiversity and unique species 
are a form of wealth that we would be foolish to squander. 
 
SGI would welcomes everyone to join future volunteer opportunities. If you are interested in 
being notified of future workdays, you are invited to sign up as an SGI volunteer here.  
 
Word count: 521 
 
Organization Profile: The Southeastern Grasslands Initiative (SGI) is a project of Austin Peay 
State University. SGI aims to preserve, restore, and promote grasslands of all types 
throughout the Southeast. Fully one-half of all rare habitat types in the Southeast are 
grasslands, which in turn harbor 60% of rare plant species and provide habitat for 35% of rare 
animals from bobwhites to box turtles. It is no wonder that a large portion of the Southeast 
was recently designated the world’s 36th biodiversity “hotspot.” 
 
At the same time, restored native grasslands have a mutually beneficial relationship with 
working lands. Well-managed grazing, haying, and prescribed fire can contribute enormously 
to grassland habitats and species while improving the bottom line of private agriculture, 
forestry, or recreation operations.  
 
SGI website: https://www.segrasslands.org/  

SGI is a project of Austin Peay State University: 
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1806/17/interior.aspx?sid=1806&gid=2&pgid=413&bledit=1
&dids=392  

National Prairie Day factsheet: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bTX0peyzX4MSiRcOJvFvbHdtEmP2OQOF/view  



                                                                              

 

SGI on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/southeasterngrasslands/  

SGI on Twitter: https://twitter.com/segrasslands  

SGI volunteer signup (includes quarterly newsletter subscription): 
https://segrasslands.us17.list-
manage.com/subscribe?u=aeaaf9185468fe5b1596ae965&id=d37d191dd8 
 
Ravenwood Bioblitz on iNaturalist: 
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/biodiversity-of-ravenwood-park 
 
 
 
Summary of more photos in Dropbox 
 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ea8eorxlmqun5ow/AADddDlkPhQ2txm5cXBjvP6Oa?dl=0 
 
1 Photo by Amanda Blount pictures the volunteers at Dunbar Cave State Park on May 25th. 
 
Two photos by Rebecca Johnson show the black-eyed susans of the grassland restoration site 
at Dunbar Cave State Park, which began in 2018. Black-eyed susans are one of more than 20 
species planted at the site. 
 
Two photos by Amanda Blount show some of the founding volunteers of the Southeastern 
Grassland Initiative’s volunteer restoration community, which began work in 2018. 
 
Logos of the Southeastern Grasslands Initiative and Austin Peay State University. 
 
 


